EXPEDITION   OF   PEDRO   ALVAREZ    CABRAL.                         67

Osorioj and other historians state that CabraFs fleet, after    CHAP.
passing the Cape de Verde Islands, was driven by strong
gales and currents in the Atlantic to an unknown land.      A D
Other writers   assert  that the  discovery  of  Brazil   was    1500.
probably owing to the fact of Cabral being unaware  of
his whereabouts, after spending some days in a fruitless
search for the missing ship.    Others again maintain, on the
authority of letters written to Dom Manoel by members
of Cabral's crew, that he purposely strayed out of his way
to discover the new land.

On the 21st April Cabral sighted the top of a mountain,
on what he at first supposed to be an island, and as they
were then in Holy Week he gave it the name of Monte
Pascoal. At six o'clock the fleet was anchored in nine-
teen fathoms of water, six leagues from the shore. The
next clay Cabral stood in closer and anchored in ten
fathoms, at the mouth of a river. Here an attempt
was made to land, but the surf was too heavy, and the
landing party accordingly returned to the ships. In the
night a storm sprang up, and it was accordingly deemed
advisable to weigh anchor and stand out to sea. The
next day the fleet proceeded along the coast in search
of a good harbour, which was eventually found in a
bay, where the vessels cast anchor in eleven fathoms.
Alfonso Lopez, the pilot, who was sent ashore to explore,
captured two of the natives in a small craft, whom he
took with him on board his ship. The next morning*
the vessels stood in nearer to the shore and entered
the harbour, which was found to be a very capacious
one, and large enough to accommodate 200 ships.

Upon coming to an anchor, Cabral sent Nicolau Coelho
tancl Bartholomeu cle Diaz on shore with the two natives, to
whom clothes and beads had been given. At the approach
of the boat, a number of men with bows and arrows made
their appearance on the beach, but, on a signal from
the two natives, they retired, and the Portuguese were
allowed to land in peace. The natives having left the
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